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of nature and imparting it to all pupils at every stage.
At any rate, in his Advancement of Learning he definitely
suggests a wider course of study, more complete equipment
for scientific investigation, a closer co-operation among
institutions of learning, and a forwarding of " unfinished
sciences.'7 This plan was specified in the educational
creed of the later sense realists, who worked out the
Baconian theory of education. Hence, while not greatly
interested in education himself, Bacon profoundly influ-
enced many who were.
In particular, Bacon's method was directly applied to
education by a German known as Ratich (1571-1635),
This educator probably became acquainted with the sense
realism of Bacon while studying in England, and under-
took to found a system of linguistic training upon it. In
his teaching he held to the principle of "one thing at a
time and often repeated," meaning thereby that, in
studying a language, one should master a single book
before taking up another. As soon as his pupils knew
their letters, they were required to learn Genesis thor-
oughly for the sake of their German. Each chapter
was read twice by the teacher, while the pupil followed
the text with his finger. When the pupils could read the
book perfectly, they were taught grammar from it as a
text. In taking up Latin, a play of Terence was treated
in similar fashion. Others of his educational precepts
were even more distinctly realistic, such, for example,
as "follow the order of nature/' "everything by experi-
ment and induction," and "nothing is to be learned by
rote." Thus Ratich not only helped shape some of the
best methods for teaching languages, but anticipated the
main principles of modern pedagogy and stimulated many
other thinkers.